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VOLUME NINETEEN - NUMBER ONE 

Purpose  Adversity  and  Power 

 

 

FRIDAY, January 1                      

Scripture:  Ephesians 1:3-6 

 

 Ephesians 1:3-6 portrays God formulating a plan to achieve a specific purpose, which is totally dependent 

on our receiving the revelation of sonship.  Acceptance is absolutely imperative to carry out the divine plan.  

God has a very specific purpose for each of us.  Have we found the plan of God?  Are we moving toward His 

goal for us which is outlined in verse 5 where the Scripture says we were “…predestined to adoption.”  Sonship 

and the manifestation of the relationship that’s hinted here between us and God is imperative for the purpose of 

God in the last days.  God is looking for people who rise up in their relationship with Him and execute His 

purposes in the earth. 

 

SATURDAY, January 2 

Scripture:  Romans 8:15-23 

 

 Romans is very clear in saying essentially the same thing we see in the first few verses of Ephesians, God 

ordained relationship.  We are “…heirs…and joint heirs with Christ…” and the revelation of that in our hearts 

brings us into a warfare that creates tremendous adversity.  Verse 17 says, “…and if children, then heirs – heirs 

of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.”  God’s 

purpose always demands the postulation of a plan, which in turn brings us to the release of the power necessary 

to perform it.  The Church has to wind up the age in a joint heir position of sonship knowing who they are and 

doing the works Jesus did.  We may be further along in that process than we think. 

 

SUNDAY, January 3 

Scripture:  Ephesians 1:7-9 

 

 In verse 9 we find God is a God of purpose!  The revelation of His will always follows the energizing of a 

purpose within our generation.  God has very specific purposes for each of us to execute and accomplish in the 

earth.  We are not here accidentally.  He knew we were going to be in the earth in this season and He placed us, 

Acts 17 says, in the nation for which we could have the greatest impact.  The revelation of God’s purpose is part 

of the redemptive package Jesus died for and part of what we must accept and pursue when we come into 

salvation.  God is a God of purpose and He has us precisely placed for accomplishing His purpose in our city, 

our state, and in our nation.  The big lie of the enemy is that we can’t really make a difference.  It’s all so much 

bigger than we are that who can change a nation?  But the truth is, in the realm of the spirit God’s purpose, when 

adopted and pursued, causes the revelation of a plan and strategy demanding the release of power for  

performance.  Are you pursuing the plan of God? 
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MONDAY, January 4 

Scripture:  Ephesians 1:10-14 

 

 We see the purpose of God addressed verse 9.  Sonship is the chief issue of verses 3-6.  Divine acceptance 

in verse 6 marks a transition to releasing power to perform.  Verse 11 says, “in whom also we have obtained an 

inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of 

His will, that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory.”  Then we see in verse 13 that 

He “…seals us with the Holy Spirit of promise….”  That’s the power to energize the plan, which accomplishes 

the purpose.  A purpose is defined as an end to be obtained, a goal reaching forth to conquer or establish.  A 

plan is a strategy, a method of achievement formulating a program of action and finally power for performance 

is ability to effect, ability to act, the source of energy, the strength to bring to pass, or the doo-nam-is of God.  

Because God has purposes, plans, and power we are dedicating the first two months of this year to the process 

by which we come into harmony with God’s purpose, the adversity that follows, and the power released for 

fulfillment which we’re currently pursuing.  It’s time for the body of Christ to get on track with the purpose of 

God. 

 

TUESDAY, January 5 

Scripture:  Isaiah 14:11-15 

 

 God had a major problem in the universe.  The problem was prophetically revealed in Isaiah 14 verses 12 

and following.  In verses 12 and 13 we see how this problem developed.  Verses 12 through 14 say, “How you 

are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!  How you are cut down to the ground, You who 

weakened the nations!  For you  have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above 

the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north;  I will ascend 

above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’”  Here we see how the most beautiful angel ever 

created, and according to Ezekiel 28 the worship leader of heaven, becomes the devil.  He decided the worship 

he was leading should come to him instead of God, so through pride rebellion entered and we see the five great 

“I wills”  of destruction in verses 13 and 14.  Satan is the author of rebellion.  This, of course, created a 

dramatic problem in the universe.  God didn’t create the universe with rebellion in it.  He created it perfect.  

There was peace, there was harmony.  But the problem with giving creation a will is they may choose to go 

against the creator.  Now God is stuck with a giant problem and we certainly know what His purpose has to be.  

His purpose has to be to stop the rebellion that has emerged.  The purpose then demands a plan, which in turn 

demands power to bring it to pass.  What was the plan of God to stop rebellion in the universe? 

 

WEDNESDAY, January 6 

Scripture:  Genesis 1:26-31, Genesis 2:15-25,  Genesis 3:6-21 

 

 God’s plan for stopping rebellion was the creation.  God gave man dominion in the earth.  That dominion 

did not belong to Satan.  It belonged to man.  That dominion included naming the animals and the power to 

fulfill the plan was given in personal choice.  We see that in Genesis 3 – man has a choice.  He can choose to 

obey God or he can choose to disobey.  Adam and Eve chose disobedience, but choice still exists today and in 

the Second Adam our choices can be godly.  God will yet have a generation that chooses Him and performs His 

purpose in the earth. 

 

THURSDAY, January 7 

Scripture:  Genesis 12:1-8 

 

 You see, God has a purpose and that is to have a family.  His plan is to find a man.  He found him in 

Abraham.  Abraham was a man to fulfill God’s purpose.  What was the power?  Covenant.  God created 
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covenant with Abraham.  Now God had a covenant family in the earth and the promise of the covenant 

embodies the divine purpose so the man has to lay hold of the covenant in order to please God and bring the 

divine purpose to pass.  Have these principles changed?  Not one bit.  God still has a purpose in our generation.  

He has a divine plan and He has a power to bring it to pass.  Possibly when we see the basics then it energizes 

us to take hold of God’s purpose once again.  It seems the body of Christ is war-weary and wounded from 

adversity.  How do you stir yourself up and once again get back on track with the Lord?  We are walking the 

process. 

 

FRIDAY, January 8 

Scripture:  Exodus 3:1-12, Exodus 20:1-17 

 

 God’s purpose didn’t stop with Abraham because God’s purposes were progressive into every succeeding 

generation.  God still had a purpose.  That purpose was to define sin because He now had a family, but the 

family questioned, “How do we know when we’re wrong?”  And God said, “Okay, I will define sin.”  So once 

again in God’s purpose He had to find a man.  Who did He find?  Moses.  What was the plan?  The plan was 

Ten Commandments – the giving of the Law.  What was the power?  The power of the Law was blessing and 

cursing.  If you kept the Law you got blessed.  If you broke the Law it was judgment or death.  But the fruit of 

the life of Moses was the family was without excuse over the issue of right and wrong.  God had defined sin for 

all eternity.  There was no longer an excuse for man in understanding right and wrong.  God had defined sin.  Is 

that the end of His purpose?  Not even close! 

 

SATURDAY, January 9 

Scripture:  Luke 1:26-37 

 

 God’s purpose wasn’t through when He defined sin.  His purpose progressed seeking and saving the lost – 

those who were not members of His family.  That was the purpose, but what was the plan?  The plan was called 

incarnation.  We read about it in Luke 1:26-38.  A sinless Man had to sacrifice Himself so sinners could be 

made righteous.  What’s the power?  The power was in the blood of Christ.  There really is power in the blood!  

Once again God had to find a person to accept the purpose.  He found Mary.  She said, “Be it unto me according 

to your word.”  She had to believe that nothing with God was ever impossible.  God is a God of purposes, plans, 

and power.  Have we found our purpose? 

 

SUNDAY, January 10 

Scripture:  Matthew 27:65; 28 

 

 God still has a plan.  He has a family.  He has defined sin.  Now He has made it possible to seek and save 

the lost, but He has to prove there is eternal life to an unbelieving world.  So what plan culminates in fulfilling 

this purpose?  How do you prove there is eternal life?  The plan was to resurrect One from the grave.  And, of 

course, the One He chose to resurrect was Jesus.  He brought Him up from the grave and then gave the power to 

resurrect to those who believe.  The early Church went everywhere preaching one thing – resurrection!  That 

was the message of the early Church.  Is that the message of the Church today?  Probably not because we’re not 

doing it.  God still wants to prove the reality of eternal life.  God’s purposes never pass away.  The purpose 

Moses brought to pass, and for which he gave his life, is still with us today.  God still defines sin for people.  

God still wants to seek and save the lost so the blood of Christ is still working.  God still wants to prove there is 

life eternal therefore resurrection is still a viable power given to the Church today, but it must be possessed in 

every generation.  Are we possessing resurrection power? 
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MONDAY, January 11 

Scripture:  Acts 2:1-41 

 

 God still has viable purposes.   He still  wants to get the good news to every creature.  Does He have a plan?  

Go into all the world and witness.  The power was Pentecost – being filled with the Holy Spirit.  Look at how 

much warfare exists in the Church over being filled with the Holy Spirit.  It is everywhere – from A to Z!  Why 

is there such a warfare over the Holy Spirit?  Because it’s the power of an ultimate purpose.  What are we 

seeing as a pattern in Scripture?  We’re seeing the God of purpose revealing His plan, then pouring out the 

power to fulfill it.  Does God have a purpose for us individually?  Absolutely!  Does it fit into a plan?  It 

certainly does!  Will He empower us to bring it to pass?  You can bank on it!  Until you know the purpose, it’s 

dangerous to postulate a plan and it’s even more destructive to seek a power for power itself.  God has a 

purpose.  Are we pursuing it? 

 

TUESDAY, January 12 

Scripture:  Romans 8:28 

 

 One of the generational problems we have today is the perversion of this process we see consistently 

developing in Scripture.  We know God has a purpose for us.  We’re told that in Scripture.  We know the 

purpose is good.  We know that everything works together for that purpose.  To seek plans or power with no 

purpose is to open the door for frustration, deception, and confusion.  When we have frustration, deception and 

confusion rampantly ensnaring the body of Christ, we know we have a generation that is seeking power without 

defining God’s plan and without embracing His ultimate purpose.  Power – for power itself is the most 

dangerous thing that can ever happen to a believer.  We need to discern God’s purposes in our generation 

individually and corporately and then pursue Him until the plan unfolds and then the power will flow to bring 

the purpose to pass.  God is a God of purpose and it is time we found it, embraced it, moved toward it with all 

of our heart, mind and being. 

 

WEDNESDAY, January 13 

Scripture:  Ephesians 3:1-12 

 

 Ephesians 3:1-12 gives us a very solid purpose for the Church which God is attempting to accomplish in our 

day.  Verses 9-11 summarize that purpose with clarity, “…and to make all people see what is the fellowship of 

the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus 

Christ; to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the 

principalities and powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in 

Christ Jesus our Lord,….”  God’s eternal purpose for the Church is a very strong determination that He is after 

in our generation.  It seems God has decreed the deceived and banished race of Genesis 3 should demonstrate 

God’s wisdom to the demonic kingdom in the heavenly places.  Accomplishing that purpose demands a growth 

in character and anointing in power that only God can give.  Ephesians 3 gives us an awesome purpose for the 

Church.  It also portends a magnitude of anointing necessary to fulfill the purpose which would certainly 

catapult us into a new dimension compared to where we are currently.   God has a catapult for those who are 

willing to pay the price of preparation and will fulfill the checklist.  The launch is out there waiting.  Are we 

preparing?  

 

THURSDAY, January 14 

Scripture:  Matthew 28:16-20 

 

 The checklist of God’s preparation has very specific elements.  Perhaps the first would be the great 

commission.  The great commission is outlined in Matthew 28:18-20 but has an element rarely discussed in 

today’s religious circles.  The great commission as Jesus enumerated it in Matthew 28 addresses a minor 
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division in the eleven disciples.  Verse 17 says, “And when they saw Him, they worshipped Him; but some 

doubted.”  Jesus’ response within His own leadership team was to categorically decree, “All authority has been 

given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  When there is doubt about our 

purpose, God’s response is a declaration of His authority.  We are in preparation for the manifesting of God’s 

authority in a more dramatic way than has been seen in many a decade.  God has a purpose.  He has a plan.  

And the power to bring forth the purpose is awaiting the preparers. 

 

FRIDAY, January 15 

Scripture:  Hebrews 10:5-13 

 

 We are told in Hebrews 10 that Jesus came with a specific purpose for the Church.  God’s purpose was the 

Church taking it’s place manifesting the glory promised in Hebrews 10.  Verses 8-10 state, “Previously saying, 

‘Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had pleasure in them’ 

(which are offered according to the law), then He said, ‘Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.’  He takes 

away the first that He may establish the second.  By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the 

body of Jesus Christ once for all.”  Verses 12 and 13 say, “But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for 

sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, from that time waiting till  His enemies are made His footstool.”  

God the Father has done everything necessary for this purpose to be fulfilled.  Jesus accomplished His purpose 

and then sat down and began to direct the Church age empowering those who embraced the purpose and were 

willing to pay the price.  God’s purpose is obvious; His enemies have to be made His footstool.  It’s even more 

obvious this can only happen as the body embraces and yields to the Head so victory can be given to the feet.  

Here we are – in great expectation! 

 

SATURDAY, January 16 

Scripture:  Revelation 11:15 

 

 We see the prophetic declaration of God’s purpose possibly for our generation.  Verse 15 says, “Then the 

seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, ‘The kingdoms of this world have 

become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!”  In Hebrews 10:13, 

Jesus is taking a seat until His enemies are made His footstool, then waiting till Revelation 11:15 to find 

fulfillment.  The question that immediately arises for us is a very simple one.  How do we individually and 

corporately fit in to that purpose since we obviously stand somewhere between Hebrews 10:13 and Revelation 

11:15?  We are living in the season where God wants fulfillment.  We are certainly moving toward and helping 

to prepare a generation for the fulfillment of this purpose.  Where do we fit in God’s plan for the realization of 

Revelation 11:15?  There is a financial kingdom.  There is an educational kingdom.  There is a judicial 

kingdom.  There is an entertainment kingdom.  There is a church kingdom.  The issue becomes what kingdom 

are we assigned to?  And God, what is Your plan to bring that kingdom into submission to Your purpose?  We 

are going to be victorious in the kingdom of our assignment.  Not the kingdom of our choice! 

 

SUNDAY, January 17 

Scripture:  Ephesians 3:10-21 

 

 In Ephesians 3:10-21 we see clearly a purpose which is eternal.  The Church must manifest in the earth a 

heavenly wisdom making us totally victorious over principalities and powers in heavenly places.  We also see 

the price tag for that fulfillment is verses 14-21 which includes a revelation in comprehension of the width and 

length and depth and height with the foundation of knowing the love of Christ which passes knowledge.  Then 

and only then can we be “filled with all the fullness of God.”   Ephesians 3:19 is one of the greatest statements 

in the New Testament.  It’s awesome in Greek and it’s a plea, a cry, and a declaration.  It literally means we are 

to be filled to overflowing until no space remains with all the fullness of God, every fiber of our being vibrating 
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with the delivering, healing, power of God.  God is ready to pour out such power – the problem is our 

preparation.  Are we really willing to yield and come into the full measure of the empowering God’s ordained.  

The price is our personal willingness to be transformed so that we’re building God’s kingdom and not our own.  

One of the things we ask ourselves is, “God, how are You going to do that through us?” 

 

 

MONDAY, January 18 

Scripture:  Acts 2:33-35 

 

 Acts 2:33-35 say, “‘Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father 

the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.  For David did not ascend into 

the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies 

Your footstool.”’”  God’s method for fulfilling His purpose is the power of the Holy Spirit.  God’s plan for us to 

accomplish His purpose means receiving the full measure of what the Holy Spirit will do for us.  Is it any 

wonder there is such a battle within the Church over the issue of the Holy Spirit and praying supernaturally in 

tongues.  The enemy will do anything possible to keep people out of being filled with the Holy Spirit because 

the Holy Spirit was God’s ordained way of making the Lord’s enemies His footstool.  It is a very solid 

empowering that people fight through theological deception.  Are we embracing the Holy Spirit?  Are we 

yielding to His purpose and plan?  Are we praying consistently in the language we have been given?  Our 

willingness determines how much of the purpose we can accomplish. 

 

TUESDAY, January 19 

Scripture:  First Corinthians 2:1-8 

 

 In First Corinthians 2:1-8 we see a pattern begin to emerge.  Jesus accomplished salvation through a 

process, which still functions and operates and releases the power of God today.  The key to understanding this 

concept is in verse 8 which says, “…which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would 

not have crucified the Lord of glory.”  If Satan knew what he was doing to Jesus, and the price, he would not 

have done it.  If that is a pattern, then God will lead us in the same direction.  What happened as a result of the 

pattern?  We know the wages of sin is death, and Jesus took the penalty but never committed the sin.  We know 

He was made sin on our behalf.  He was made sickness and died for it.  We know God instituted the law of 

identification.  When we accept Jesus - God accepts us.  If we walk any part of this pattern then we are united 

with the Lord in purpose and accomplishment.  The question then becomes how does God destroy His enemies?  

He leads committed, dedicated people into adversity and illegal destruction.  What did Paul mean in Romans 8 

when he said, “we are as sheep lead to the slaughter”?   That demands restoration from heaven and the enemy 

has to forfeit whole segments of his kingdom.  If what Jesus walked is a pattern and not just a one-time event, 

we can certainly begin to understand the nature of our walk and how the Holy Spirit has led us and why we 

have endured some of the things that have happened. 

 

WEDNESDAY, January 20 

Scripture:  Second Timothy 1:6-9 

 

 This passage says, “Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on 

of my hands.  For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.  

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the 

sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 

according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus 

before time began,….”  This passage clearly proves there is a direct correlation between the purpose of God, 

adversity and the power of God necessary to manifest God’s purpose.  The author starts with the power of God 

then deals with the price of following the plan and finally in verse 9 takes us back to the beginning which is the 

purpose in God’s heart all along.  Purpose adversity and power is divine progression that marks every 
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generation in its pursuit  to achieve the divine plan.  As we give ourselves to the purpose of God, His unfolding 

plan emerges with the power waiting to be possessed.  Are we moving in that direction?   

 

THURSDAY, January 21 

Scripture:  Second Timothy 1:8 

 

 Verse 8 says, Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share 

with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God,….”  We find in this verse a direct 

correlation between adversity and power.  It tells us the level of God’s power necessary to accomplish purpose 

dictates the level of adversity we must face.  Our adversity rises or falls according to the level of God’s power 

necessary to accomplish His eternal purpose.  The greater the purpose in God, the greater the necessary power 

to bring it to pass, the greater the warfare over that purpose in our individual and corporate lives.  The power of 

God definitely determines the level of adversity we shall face.  The degree to which we are called to impact 

Satan’s kingdom is the degree to which he has the right to challenge and sift us. 

 

FRIDAY, January 22 

Scripture:  Isaiah 53:1-5 
 

 If, in fact, what we read in Second Timothy chapter 1 is correct, and the power necessary to accomplish the 

purpose determines the level of adversity we will face, then we would expect to see biblical examples.  Any 

individual with ultimate purpose would experience ultimate opposition.  The ultimate purpose spoken in  

Scripture is Jesus coming to fully dispossess the devil.  Isaiah 53 records the level of adversity He endured to 

accomplish the divine purpose.  Verse 2 says, “For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root 

out of dry ground.  He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should 

desire Him.”  Verse 2 describes Jesus as being a socially undesirable individual.  That would mean He had very 

few, if any, friends.  Verse 3 says, “He is despised and rejected by men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with 

grief.  And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.”  Verse 3 says 

Jesus lived a very sorrowful existence.  His life was characterized by grief.  He had very few, if any, friends as 

verse 3 says people hid their faces from Him.  And finally He was despised and not esteemed.  Jesus came to do 

an awesome work, but the price tag was equally awesome as it unfolds before our eyes in Isaiah. 

 

SATURDAY, January 23 

Scripture:  Isaiah 53:4-12 

 

 All we have to do is read the remainder of  Isaiah 53 to understand purpose, adversity and power is indeed a 

very solid concept that consistently appears in Scripture.  Jesus lived a life where the majority of people He 

encountered totally misjudged His motive, His purpose, and the plan of God.  What happens when we misjudge 

each other’s purpose and fail to recognize the plan of God?  The measure to which we taste such adversity is the 

same measure of the cross Jesus embraced to fulfill Father’s purpose.  Verse 7 says, “He was oppressed and He 

was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its 

shearers is silent, So He opened not his mouth.  He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will 

declare His generation?  For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He 

was stricken.”  Jesus had an awesome purpose, but it is rather apparent the awesome purpose and the dramatic 

power with which He carried that purpose out also resulted in awesome adversity that in many ways is 

indescribable.  If this is still a pattern today we then can speak to indescribable seasons of adversity 

understanding God’s preparation is upon us and His purpose soon to be revealed with  power manifesting to 

accomplish it. 
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SUNDAY, January 24 

Scripture:  Mark 10:39-45 

 

 James and John were very persistent and brought their request to the Lord.  James and John asked for a very 

high purpose.  Jesus’ answer enlightens us concerning this process.  His answer basically reaffirms the pattern 

we’ve been looking at.  Jesus said to them in verse 38, “You do not know what you ask.  Can you drink the cup 

that I drink and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?”  Jesus said, you do not understand the 

process.  If you’re going to ask for a purpose and position that is great then the price tag of adversity that comes 

with the power to obtain it is also great.  If you’re asking for a purpose that is beyond you, then the price tag 

that accompanies it will also be beyond you.  How many times have we asked God for something so great that 

the price tag was never even a consideration? 

 

MONDAY, January 25 

Scripture:  Luke 12:49-53 

 

 Jesus said in verses 49 and 50, “I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!  

But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am till it is accomplished!”  Once again we begin 

to see Jesus alluding to the fact that the purpose of God demands a level of power which is always resisted by 

an equal force of adversity.  Jesus knew His purpose.  He received the power of God to accomplish it, and yet 

the adversity of it took Him to death itself!  The baptism here refers to all the events leading up to the 

crucifixion.  The spirit may be willing but the flesh is where the warfare is won or lost.  We’re all thankful that 

Jesus won that warfare and accomplished eternal salvation.  The question is are we going to accomplish our 

warfare and contribute to accomplishing God’s purpose in our generation. 

 

TUESDAY, January 26 

Scripture:  Mark 10:39-45 

 

 When Jesus asked James and John if they could endure the same baptism that He was undergoing, without 

flinching (and probably thinking), and certainly without assessing  the situation, they glibly answered, “We 

can.”  Perhaps one of the most sobering issues concerning this pattern in Scripture is that even when we don’t 

realize the magnitude of  what is involved and we say “yes” God treats us as if we really mean it.  Jesus said to 

them in verses 39 and 40, “You will indeed drink the cup that I drink, and with the baptism I am baptized with 

you will be baptized; but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom 

it is prepared.”  Our willingness to pay the price and meet the adversity associated with the power necessary to 

fulfill our purpose determines the level of spiritual accomplishment that we will birth in the earth in our 

generation.  The question is, knowing or unknowing, are we willing to face the adversity that parallels our call.  

Are we willing? 

 

WEDNESDAY, January 27 

Scripture:  (no Scripture) 

 

 The reason why there is no Scripture today is because many in the body of Christ seem to believe if they are 

doing everything right God supernaturally and sovereignly protects them from adversity.  There is no Scripture 

for that. That is the reason there is no Scripture for today.  That concept is not a biblical concept.  God never in 

Scripture promises that if we do everything right we will not have adversity.  He, in fact, consistently 

significantly says the opposite.  Jesus said in John 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you 

may have peace.  In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”  

Jesus guaranteed our walk through the earth would be one filled with tribulation and yet in the midst of it we 

could have the peace of God knowing we were living in the pattern of fulfilling divine purpose.  In Second 

Timothy 3:12 Paul says, “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”  There is 

no Scripture for the concept that if we’re doing everything right we won’t have adversity.  The truth is just the 
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opposite.  The more you do that is right – the greater the adversity that comes against you.  Are we doing 

something right! 

 

THURSDAY, January 28 

Scripture:  Acts 7:22-29 

 

 Moses discovered by revelation the purpose of God.  He was called to lead Israel out of bondage.  He 

assumed because his purpose was revealed he was ready for the power necessary to manifest that purpose.  

Verse 25 says, “For he supposed that his brethren would have understood that God would deliver them by his 

hand, but they did not understand.”  One of the big problems that usually happens to us when we discover 

divine purpose is that we assume the revelation of the purpose is God’s green light to go try and bring it to pass.  

Moses made that assumption.  In the process, he tried to fulfill the divine purpose with natural strength.  He 

stepped out in the flesh and a man died.  The people rejected Moses revelation of divine purpose and the result 

was 40 years of being baptized in the wilderness.  Are we in a wilderness season?  Have we embraced the 

revelation of divine purpose only to meet failure after failure and march off into the desert?  If our personal 

spiritual history parallels the pattern so far then we have a foundation for understanding what is ahead once this 

season is finished.  The good news is – it will finish! 

 

FRIDAY, January 29 

Scripture:  Hebrews 11:24-27 

 

 We can certainly see in both Jesus and Moses, and many others in the Bible, that God’s purpose for an 

individual in their generation determines the power necessary to accomplish it determines the adversity 

necessary to prepare the vessel to handle the power.  Such was the case of Moses.  Moses had a choice to make, 

just like Jesus, just like Paul – and the choice he made was the path of the cross.  To choose the cross means you 

are willing to walk in all the adversity necessary to fulfill your God-given purpose.  That path means choosing 

affliction with the people of God rather than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin.  That decision means you 

value the reproach of Christ.  It means you understand the cross is greater riches than all the treasures in the 

earth.  It means you must choose to look forward to the reward.  It means you choose to deny yourself.  It means 

you choose to not fear the wrath of your friends or the government.  And it means you must choose to endure 

and look beyond the adversity to Him Who is invisible.  Moses walked that whole path.  God called him to 

deliver people from Egypt, but Egypt won Round One.  Moses got thrown out.  For forty consecutive years – 

Egypt won!  Does it seem like the enemy has won for a long number of consecutive years?  If you can number 

the years by decades you’re in far greater shape than those who cannot number any.  It means you have walked 

the path, paid the price, and you’re staring fulfillment in the face.  What a great place to be! 

 

SATURDAY, January 30 

Scripture:  Exodus 3:1-12 

 

 Whenever you can number the years of adversity by decades you know there is something in your future.  

And the thing in your future that is a turning point is called a burning bush!  When the bush burns God has 

come to empower, to deliver, and to send you out to accomplish your purpose.  Moses paid the price for 40 

years, but ultimately he got the power.  Acts 1:8 says, “But you shall receive doo-nam-is when the Holy Spirit is 

come upon you.”  Have we not paid the price in obedience for a season of receiving the power to fulfill the 

purpose?  The price has been paid in obedience and now we await the burning of the bush.  Get ready – there is 

a burning bush in your future!  
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SUNDAY, January 31 

Scripture:  Hebrews 11:24-29 

 

 Suddenly we begin to realize the pattern of God has its fulfillment.  Every thing Moses gave up in Egypt 

after he is empowered he goes back and takes it by force, but not for himself – for the people!   Moses gave up 

the wealth of Egypt.  As a member of Pharaoh’s family the taxing authority of Egypt filled his bank account.  

So when Moses gave it up for 40 years, when the bush burned, God sent him back and he came back with the 

silver and gold.  Instead of having it individually, he paid the price for the people to gain it and come out with it.  

When Moses left Egypt he left the finest medical care available in the world.  Moses endured for 40 years in the 

wilderness with no medical care.  When the bush burned he went back to Egypt and came out with no one sick 

nor lame person in the whole nation.  Moses paid the price for an anointing that brought healing to a nation, not 

just his own family.  When Moses chose to endure the wrath of the government for 40 years of exile, when he 

came back to Egypt in the power of God he executed a judgment that was beyond and above the government’s 

authority!  Must we not see this once again as government begins to oppress the Church?  Elijah demonstrated 

authority above the government when their platoons of 50 died at the front door!   When the bush burns, the 

power comes and God suddenly begins to use us to change the course and history of a nation.  Is there not a 

reward for all the adversity we’ve endured?  The pattern says absolutely!  The reward cometh! 
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ITINERARY 

Al Houghton 

 

January 6,7,8,9    Crossroads Faith Center,   Unit 200, 6165 Hwy 17   

       Delta, British Columbia  V4K 4E2   (604)940-5567 

       10:00AM -  Leadership meetings            7:00 PM   -  Public meetings      

  

January 10     Saint David’s Anglican Church,  1115 – 51A Street 

Tsawwassen, British Columbia        (604)943-4737      7:00 PM   

 

January 22     Ministry Of Living Stones, West 401 Int’l Airport Rd  Ste #35 

       Anchorage, AK  99518   (907)344-2263           7:30 PM 

 

January 24     Ministry of Living Stones 

 Sterling, AK  99672   (907)262-7321              10:30 AM 
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More  of  Jesus 

 
More of Jesus - Less of me 

That’s what I want - The world to see!! 
 

A yieldedness - I must come to. 
A death to self, - I need pass through 

 
I bow my head, - To Father’s will. 
And let Him do - His work until. 

 
The willfulness - Is gone in me. 

With contrite heart, - I am set free… 
 

Of ugly parts, - That block the way 
Deliverance comes, - They’re washed away! 

 
A vessel readied - To obey, 

My heart is now, - His own soft clay. 
 

Jayne Houghton 

 


