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VOLUME XIX   NUMBER TWO 

Purpose  Adversity  and  Power  II 

 

 

 

MONDAY, February 1 

Scripture:  Second Timothy 3:1-5 

 

 Because God is determined He does not want us listed among those in Second Timothy 3:1-5, He custom 

creates a pathway with just enough adversity to make us the vessels fit and ready for the Master’s use.  For 

example Second Timothy 3:1-5 says, “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men 

will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents unthankful, 

unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, 

haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power.  And 

from such people turn away!”  God knows how to send just enough adversity so there is nothing left of you to 

love.  There is nothing left of you to boast about.  There will be nothing left of you to be proud over.  There 

will be nothing left for you to be haughty about.  You won’t have enough time to love pleasure.  God knows 

precisely how to deliver us from the list of  disqualifications of Second Timothy 3.  Adversity has a divine 

purpose. 

 

TUESDAY, February 2 

Scripture:  Second Timothy 3:6-11 
 

It is important to remember the outline of Second Timothy 3:1-5 is what the true believer is going to face in the 

last days within the Church.  The important issue to understand here is He is talking about those we are going to 

encounter within the Church, so we understand God begins to draw a dividing line of preparation within the 

Body of Christ.  Those who respond to Father’s preparation begin to develop certain thumbprints.  One 

thumbprint, which should be obvious, is the level of adversity that comes into their life, and it comes for the 

purpose of deliverance that we be not counted among the counterfeit.  The spirit of Jannes and Jambres who 

resisted Moses will be quite influential in the last days.  God promises a solid and sure exposure.  Those who 

follow the preparational path of the Master and embrace divine purpose enter a measure of warfare which is 

unknown to the counterfeits.  To embrace God’s purpose, according to verse 10, takes faith, longsuffering, love, 

perseverance, and comes with persecutions, afflictions that can be of such great magnitude one simply wants to 

be taken home.  Paul said in the New Testament he had been led to a place where he despaired of even life itself.  

Real adversity leaves a solid recognizable mark! 
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WEDNESDAY, February 3 

Scripture:  Second Timothy 3:10-17 

 

 Verse 12 says, “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”  To pursue 

God in the last days means you have to walk through a minefield of adversity.  In the process of walking 

through that minefield, character formation begins to grow and develop until we become more and more like 

Jesus.  The more the righteous and godly pursue the Lord, the greater the adversity becomes.  The measure of 

your divine purpose determines the level of adversity which demands a dimension of power to overcome the 

enemy.  The end of the process in verse 17 is that we “…may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 

work.”  Let the equipping continue! 

 

THURSDAY, February 4 

Scripture:  Ephesians 1:7-11 

 

 Verse 11 speaks volumes to us about God’s purpose.  It says, “…in whom also we have obtained an 

inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of 

His will….”  God’s purposes for us were planned before the foundations of the earth.  The magnitude of our 

inheritance is determined by God’s purpose, and the path to fulfillment measures the yardstick of predestination 

God chose for fulfillment.  God knew how long it would take for our character development to cement in place.  

When we choose to yield to the path God ordained then we can harness with Him in the eternal purpose and 

move with much peace toward its fulfillment.  Do you have peace about your divine purpose?  

 

FRIDAY, February 5 

Scripture:  Ephesians 2:4-10 

 

 Verses 8-10 say, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 

God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”  Verse 10 clearly tells us God determined 

very specific purposes for each one of us.  The fulfillment of those purposes means accomplishing the 

individual works God ordained before the foundations of the earth.  He assigned us specific things to do and 

“…that we should walk in them.”  Are you walking in what God assigned?    

 

SATURDAY, February 6 

Scripture:  Ephesians 3:8-11 

 

 This passage says, “To me, whom am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should 

preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all people see what is the fellowship 

of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through 

Jesus Christ; to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the 

principalities and powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in 

Christ Jesus our Lord,….”  God has a very corporate purpose for us in our generation.  He ordained we teach 

principalities and powers in the heavenly places.  The very declaration of God’s intention for us to demonstrate 

the wisdom of God to principalities and powers in heavenly places means we must flow in the dimension of 

power beyond them.  Are we moving that direction? 

 

SUNDAY, February 7 

Scripture:  Ephesians 3:10-11; 6:10-12 

 

 Ephesians 3 makes it clear we are going to demonstrate to principalities and powers in heavenly places the 

magnitude of God’s wisdom and anointing upon the Church.  Ephesians continues in this theme and shows us 

what level of power is being spoken of as we approach the last chapter.  Ephesians 6:12 says, “For we do not 
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wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 

this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”  Verse 12 uses some very interesting 

words to outline for us the dimension of power necessary to stand against these levels.  The Greek word for 

“principalities” is ar-ch-as.  The word “powers,” here, is the Greek word ex-oo-see-as.  The “rulers of the 

darkness” is the Greek word kos-mo-kra-tor-as.  It is quite obvious when we look at these passages in 

Ephesians that God has a purpose for the Church to move in every level of power as a demonstration to the 

spiritual realm in the last days.  How much of God’s power are we currently moving in? 

MONDAY, February 8 

Scripture:  First John 3:8 

 

 First John 3:8 says, “He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning.  For this 

purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.”  God had a very specific 

purpose for Jesus coming, and that purpose was that He might make it possible for the Church to absolutely 

destroy all the works of the devil.  The end-time ministry should be one of tremendous joy, excitement, and 

exuberation for the simple reason that our chief assignment is undoing the devastation and the captivity from 

demonic adversity in the lives of people.  The greater the level of adversity you’ve endured in your preparation, 

the greater the compassion for those in adversity who come across your path.  When God energizes the 

compassion it will be much like the water that was turned to wine and from that point on there is a flow that sets 

the crooked straight, makes the rough places smooth and levels the mountains and valleys making a highway for 

the Lord.  This is the path we’ve chosen to walk. 

 

TUESDAY, February 9 

Scripture:  Acts 2:33-35, 38-39 

 

 This passage says, “Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father 

the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.  For David did not ascend into 

the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies 

Your footstool.”’”  Jesus came that we might destroy the works of the enemy and empowering began with the 

Holy Spirit.  The initial provision for us to move toward the purpose of God came in the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  Is it any wonder there is such a warfare in the Body of Christ over the issue of the Holy Spirit and what 

He does?  Once you win the war in the beginning and choose to go after your prayer language, most people 

think that is the end of the war.  It is dramatically untrue.  The war over the Holy Spirit continues in the 

assessment of what He sends, or what He authors as it comes to the Church.  When we accurately discern the 

presence of the Holy Spirit and choose to move in what He sends, we step further into the power and blessing 

necessary for accomplishing our divine purpose.  One of the chief issues of spiritual life is discerning what the 

Holy Spirit sends embracing it and walking in it.  If we win this war we’re well on our way to fulfillment. 

 

WEDNESDAY, February 10 

Scripture:  Luke 4:1 

 

 If the Holy Spirit is the beginning of the equipping to move in the power of God to accomplish our purpose, 

the question then comes “How does the Holy Spirit lead us?”  The answer, of course, is in the life of Jesus.  In 

Luke 4:1,2 we see the basic principles, “Then Jesus being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan 

and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being tempted for forty days by the devil.  And in those days He 

ate nothing, and afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry.”  The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the worst 

confrontation and warfare of His spiritual life.  The fact  should not escape us that the Holy Spirit was 

responsible for leading Jesus into the wilderness.   Does God have a hand in the adversity which comes to our 

lives?  The Bible thunders a solid and undeniable answer – Yes, He does for specific preparational  purposes!  

God’s preparation for power always includes a wilderness experience. 
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THURSDAY, February 11 

Scripture:  Luke 4:1-3 

 

 One of the reasons why in our preparation there has to be a wilderness season is so that God can dry up 

everything which is not productive in His purpose.  The wilderness area is always a very dry area.  In the 

wilderness every selfish ambition we attempted to originate usually dies and we find ourselves waiting on the 

Lord with nothing to do and no where to go.  The soil waits for the eternal seed.  Secondly we begin to face 

temptation and test over who we are in God and Who He is in us.  The very first temptation speaks volumes 

about the solidification of God’s purpose in our lives and the process by which that comes into being.  Are we 

who we claim to be?  God promises He will allow us to face just enough adversity to prove we are indeed! 

 

FRIDAY, February 12 

Scripture:  Luke 4:1-8 

 

 The second temptation was not aimed at identity but a temptation of purpose.  The very thing is offered to 

Jesus which He proclaims in Matthew 28 in the great commission after the resurrection.  In Matthew 28 He 

said, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, ….”  Notice here in Luke 4 the temptation that comes to Jesus is one of purpose and Jesus is tempted 

to accomplish the purpose without the price of the Cross.  We can deduce from this pattern a divine 

principle which can bless our lives and sow into our families seed which will hold them for generations.  

Anything we compromise to gain is almost guaranteed to be lost.  That is a principle.  It comes right out of this 

passage.  The enemy will never give you your purpose without demanding a disqualifying price.  How many 

attempt to accomplish the purpose of God while bypassing the price.  Bypassing the price always looks 

appealing because it saves us sometimes decades in our quest for achievement.  Moses had four decades of 

waiting.  Before the power to accomplish is released, we must win a confrontation over the temptation to by-

pass the cross in attaining our purpose.  As the wise preacher once said, “Hang in there – the nails will hold you 

in place.”  

 

SATURDAY, February 13 

Scripture:  Luke 4:9-12 

 

 The third temptation is in the area of presumption over His purpose.  Jesus knew He was the Son of God.  

He knew what He was called to do.  He knew that Jerusalem was the place He was to make an impact.  And He 

knew the temple.  How easy it is to presume on God in the realm of dimension over our purpose.  David cried 

out for the Lord to keep him from presumptuous sin.  The warfare surrounding our purpose starts with the 

wilderness, encourages us to by-pass the price of the cross, and ultimately ends up tempting us in presumption 

once we are at the door of fulfillment.  Immediately following the temptation of presumption the manifestation 

of God’s power comes and stays for the duration of the ministry.  These are three stages which test us – our 

courage, our endurance, our commitment, and our dedication to see the purpose of God manifested.  Can we 

endure the three-tiered gauntlet as we pursue fulfillment?  The war is on! 

 

SUNDAY, February 14 

Scripture:  Mark 1:12 
 

 Lest we think walking this path is optional, we read Mark’s account and discover verse 12 says, “And 

immediately the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness.”  When we state it, “The Spirit led Him” it sounds so 

shepherdly, so gentle, so easy-going, so pastoral.  But when we look at Mark’s account we realize this pathway 

toward fulfilling purpose is not optional.  Jesus was driven into the wilderness, into temptation, and into the 
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process we just reviewed.  Perhaps the greatest of Christian folly is to think that it has all been bought and paid 

for, therefore all we have to do is go out and enforce it.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  It has certainly 

been bought and paid for, but what Jesus walked out is also a pattern for the Church especially in the end-times!  

This is why Revelation 19:10 is so important in our understanding.  It says, “And I fell at his feet to worship 

him, But he said to me, ‘See that you do not do that!  I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have 

the testimony of Jesus.  Worship God!  For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’”  Unless you have 

the testimony of Jesus, you don’t have the reality of the “spirit of prophecy.”  The testimony of Jesus means you 

walked Jesus’ steps in a similar fashion.  The temptations of Jesus become our temptations.  The wilderness 

becomes our wilderness.  The power becomes our power.  The miracles become ours to execute.  So many have 

fallen for the temptation to go for the purpose without the price tag of the cross.  If we’re willing to pay the 

price, we can have the power necessary to accomplish the purpose.  How are we doing? 

 

MONDAY, February 15 

Scripture:  Mark 1:12-15 

 

 The fruit of saying “yes” when the Holy Spirit drives us toward the wilderness is the fulfilling of a season 

and the coming forth in the power of God.  Verse 15 is an awesome statement which gives us great insight into 

what happened during the season of adversity preparation.  Verse 15 says, “‘The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent, and believe in the gospel.’”  When Jesus came out of this preparational 

period the first thing He said was, “The kai-ros is fulfilled.”  Jesus knew when the season of preparation was 

over.  He knew the power of the kingdom had come and He boldly began to proclaim and demand a change of 

lifestyle.  When we look at the condition of our nations today, it is obvious the Church needs the power to 

proclaim and declare the necessity of a change in lifestyle.  If we don’t possess the power God has ordained for 

us then we certainly will forfeit our purpose and probably lose our nations in the process.  Is our season of 

adversity coming to an end?  Are we about to graduate from God’s preparational school of the Spirit?  Are we 

not coming to a glorious and dramatic end-time demonstration of the power of God?  Should we not expect the 

preparational season to be appropriate to the magnitude of the power to be poured out?  Great power equals 

great preparation.  Is the end of the wilderness in view? 

 

TUESDAY, February 16 

Scripture:  Revelation 12:7-17 

 

 Revelation chapter 12 is quite revealing when it comes to the issue of adversity.  Revelation 12 describes a 

level of adversity as war.  We often forget we are, in fact, in a spiritual war which requires sacrifices parallel 

with those of our nation during WWII.  Revelation 12 shows us the threefold cord God wants to develop in our 

lives: first is an understanding of the power resident in the blood; second is: the boldness to speak our faith, and 

third: the willingness to sacrifice even life itself.  These ingredients are necessary for victory in this war.  Verse 

17 clearly tells us the war is with those who “…have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”  Do you have the testimony 

of Jesus? 

 

WEDNESDAY, February 17 

Scripture:  Revelation 19:7-10 

 

 Verse 10 is very unique in that it points us to something specific God is after in the weaving process when 

He puts us on the loom.   Verse 10 says, “And I fell at his feet to worship him.  But he said to me, ‘See that you 

do not do that!  I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus.  Worship God!  

For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’”  The Greek word for “testimony” here is mar-too-ree-ah.  

A mar-too-ree-ah is a witness unto the ultimate adversity – death.  Mar-too-ree-ah is a word for martyrdom.  

It speaks to us of a commitment that cannot be shaken or moved, one who has taken a stand and will never be 

dissuaded.  Why is the mar-too-ree-ah of Jesus the spirit of prophecy?  Probably because the assignment of 
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prophets was to bring forth God’s word, and when such resistance was present it could often take the life of the 

speaker.  Those who are called to the prophetic in the last days may well face the same degree of adversity that 

Jesus, Peter, Paul and Stephen faced in their generation.  God has a preparational purpose in our adversity. 

 

THURSDAY, February 18 

Scripture:  Isaiah 14:24-27 

 

 God has given a special assignment to the prophetic ministry.  Isaiah 14:24-27 state very clearly that divine 

purpose.  This passage says, “The Lord of hosts has sworn, saying, ‘Surely, as I have thought, so it shall come 

to pass, And as I have purposed, so it shall stand: That I will break the Assyrian in My land, And on My 

mountains tread him under foot.  Then his yoke shall be removed from them, And his burden removed from 

their shoulders.  This is the purpose that is purposed against the whole earth, And this is the hand that is 

stretched out over all the nations.  For the Lord of hosts has purposed, And who will annul it?  His hand is 

stretched out, And who will turn it back?’”  God very solidly proclaims He has given the prophets a unique 

ministry and part of that ministry is declaring the purpose of God in their generation.  Prophets, therefore, 

reveal divine purpose.  What kind of prophet does it take to reveal the divine purpose of God when its 

diametrically opposed to what everybody wants to hear?  As Revelation 12 says it may, in fact, cause us our life 

because sometimes revealing God’s purpose can begin a strategic war.  How goes the war? 

 

FRIDAY, February 19 

Scripture:  Acts 1:6-8; 2:1-4 

 

 We begin our pursuit of  the levels of power when we heed the voice of Jesus ringing in Acts 1 when He 

demands His disciples stay in Jerusalem until they be endued with power.  The “power” spoken of here is doo-

nam-is, the dynamic resonating supernatural ability of God.  Jesus commanded they stay in Jerusalem until they 

were empowered.  As we see the power manifest in Acts 2, it is obvious it is the supernatural power to witness 

to people regardless of what they think.  This becomes a stage level or platform from whence we begin our walk 

in the Spirit.  As we appropriate the power of the Holy Spirit and begin to pray in a language we’ve never 

learned, we often discover God has given us a spiritual generator.  With the resultant flow we can build a 

ministry, restore spiritual life or recharge the batteries at anytime through the prayer language.  A walk in the 

Spirit begins here. 

 

SATURDAY, February 20 

Scripture:  Isaiah 14:24-27 

 

 God declares in Isaiah 14 that He is a God of purpose. He says, “The Lord of hosts has sworn, saying, 

‘Surely, as I have thought, so it shall come to pass, And as I have purposed, so it shall stand:  That I will break 

the Assyrian in My land, And on My mountains tread him under foot.  Then his yoke shall be removed from 

them, And his burden removed from their shoulders.  This is the purpose that is purposed against the whole 

earth, And this is the hand that is stretched out over all the nations.  For the Lord of hosts has purposed, And 

who will annul it?  His hand is stretched out, And who will turn it back?’”  Isaiah got a clear revelation of God 

as the God of purpose, Who speaks it, Who commands it, and Who will not relent.  Therefore we must 

understand the prophets are heralds and declarers of the purpose of God even when the price tag is death.  Are 

you ready to be an end-time declarer of divine purpose? 
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SUNDAY, February 21 

Scripture:  Second Kings 6:8-12 

 

 In a season where Cable Television is full of advertisements for psychic networks,  Second Kings 6:8-12 

provides a portrait of who should be advising our national leadership.  Second Kings 6  is quite a refreshing 

shift from what seems to be a predominately growing practice throughout our national power centers.  Just as 

we have people preparing for war against America, so Israel had people who were preparing to make war from 

other nations.  This passage demonstrates a  perfect example of the doo-nam-is of God intended resident in the 

Church.  The gift of wisdom began to manifest in Israel’s behalf through the prophet and saved many many 

lives.  When briefcase-size nuclear weapons are available for sale on the Black Market where is this prophetic 

anointing - desperately needed in our nation today?  The answer is, it is somewhere in the Church. God is 

building the confidence.  Will we not once again see this level of power coming forth?  Where is this anointing?  

Where are the pursuers of God?  Where are those willing to pay the price of adversity to walk in this level of 

anointing? 

 

MONDAY, February 22 

Scripture:  Second Kings 6:13-17 

 

 Once an anointing has been possessed, the warfare often amps up to a whole new level.  Such was the case 

in Israel during this season when the great prophetic gift was upon Elisha and manifesting.  Once we possess an 

anointing, we have to understand we become a target.  At that point a number of things need to be already 

settled.  The issue of your life needs to be settled.  It should have already been placed on the altar.  To walk 

toward God’s purpose and not place our life on the altar is to put ourselves in a position where we can be taken 

out before we accomplish the divine purpose.  Elisha was established in this dimension.  He was so established 

that in verse 16 he answered the servant, “‘Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are 

with them.’”  Elisha even had to pray so the servant’s eyes would be open to view what was really transpiring in 

the spirit.  Have we asked the Lord to open our eyes so we can see what is transpiring in the spirit?  This 

anointing is dramatically needed in the last days.  We are facing such a season and it’s time we possess what 

God has ordained for us. 

 

TUESDAY, February 23 

Scripture:  Second Kings 6:18-23 

 

 We know the level of power manifested here is not just Old Testament but it is for us today.  Elisha is not 

the only one to have manifested this level of authority.  Elisha’s purpose was not to single-handedly destroy the 

army, but it was, in fact, to teach them a lesson that would cause them to cease and desist in their activities 

against covenant Israel.  How did he accomplish that?  He prayed and asked the Lord for blindness to strike the 

entire army.  Then after he led them inside the capital city of Samaria, he commanded a feast be prepared and 

graciously released them.  They learned a tremendous lesson and went home the greatest advertisers for the 

power of God. In one dramatic move this anointing turned the hostile enemy warriors into living advertisements 

for a covenant-keeping God.  They became the chief testimonial to the residency of the prophetic anointing in 

the covenant nation of Israel.  How many enemies are we converting to advertisements for the power of God?  

If we have not converted any enemies to advertisements, we are well below what God has ordained for the last 

days because He promised we would see the former and latter rain in the same period.  We have a ways to go! 

 

WEDNESDAY, February 24 

Scripture:  Acts 13:6-13 

 

 Barnabas and Paul faced a warfare of their own in a region where God assigned them to witness and take 

territory for Him extending the kingdom.  They were withstood by a sorcerer.  In verses 9-11 the Scripture says, 

“Then Saul, who also is called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him and said, ‘O full of all 
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deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting the 

straight ways of the Lord?  And now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon you and you shall be blind, not 

seeing the sun for a time.’  And immediately a dark mist fell on him, and he went around seeking someone to 

lead him by the hand.”  The interesting thing about this passage is in verse 12 we are told, “Then the proconsul 

believed, when he saw what had been done, being astonished at the did-a-kh-ay doctrine of the Lord.”   “The 

doctrine of the Lord” was an apostolic authority God released also resident in the prophets in the Old Testament 

and very much a part of the anointing God has purposed for the last day Church.  Where is this anointing in our 

day?  Is it not being restored?  Does God not have a purpose?  Shall we not see it?  The question is are we 

willing to pay the preparational price tag? 

 

THURSDAY, February 25 

Scripture:  Luke 10:17-20 

 

 Four foundational spiritual principles emerge when we look at how we are to conduct our warfare in the 

spirit and deal with the adversity which comes our way.  The first major principle in Luke 10:17-20 tells us our 

attitude in warfare is very important in the spirit world.  “…the seventy returned with joy…because demons 

were subject to them.”  Jesus brought forth a correction over that issue.  He said, “‘I saw Satan fall like 

lightning from heaven.  Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the 

power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.  Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the 

spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.’”  Our attitude toward the 

warfare in the spirit appears to be one of extreme importance.  Jesus made it clear that authority over demons 

was not a subject for rejoicing.  The subject for rejoicing was their salvation and their names were written in 

heaven.  Is it possible in the Body of Christ we’ve placed to much emphasis on demonstrated authority in our 

ministries  so we have modeled, and therefore imparted, the wrong attitude to the Saints?  In the rest of the 

passage in Luke 10:21-24, it appears  our attitude toward our warfare in the spirit determines the level of 

intimacy with which God can reveal His purpose and plan to us.  It appears the right attitude precedes greater 

intimacy.  Do you have the relationship with God you’re really looking for? 

 

FRIDAY, February 26 

Scripture:  Acts 19:11-20 

 

 In Acts 19:11-20 we become familiar with what appears to be a common mistake in warfare within the 

Body of Christ.  We discover in this passage it is quite common for individuals today to attempt achieving 

results based on someone else’s revelation.  God was working unusual miracles by the hands of Paul.  Many 

people were delivered when handkerchiefs he prayed over were applied.  The seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish 

chief priest, attempted deliverance by commanding the spirits in “…the name of Jesus who Paul preaches.”  

Verse 16 says, “Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed 

against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.”  This testimony was further heightened 

by the words of the spirit responding to the command to come out.  The spirit said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I 

know; but who are you?”  The message here is quite clear.  You and I cannot move based on someone else’s 

relationship with the Lord.  The level we attempt to extend must be based on a level of relationship with the 

Lord.  Any attempt to do parallel works based on someone else’s relationship will probably end in disaster.  

This disaster developed because a foundational principle was breached.  The power you move in is a result of 

the relationship you have with the Lord based on the purpose of your call.  How is your relationship with the 

Lord? 

 

 

 

 

 



 9 

SATURDAY, February 27 

Scripture:  James 5:13-18 

 

 James 5 gives us some very dramatic promises.  The first promise is, “…the prayer of faith will save the 

sick, … and if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.”  Then we’re told to “Confess our trespasses to one 

another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed” followed by Elijah given as the example who shuts 

nature down so no rain was seen for three and a half years and then the sky opens at his command.  The picture 

here is wonderful, but the picture presents a problem.  The problem in this picture is what is sandwiched in the 

middle between these two dramatic displays of power.  Verse 16 says, “Confess your trespasses to one another, 

and pray for one another, that you may be healed.  The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails 

much.”  Apparently the key to dramatic overcoming power is the transparency of verse 16.  Are we willing to 

get real about our weaknesses?  Our transparency within our religious circles opens the door to God’s power.  

Are we willing to be transparent about our faults? 

 

SUNDAY, February 28 

Scripture:  First Peter 4:10; 5:6-11 

 

 God is the God of dominion!  And He wants dominion flowing through our lives in ministry.  The pathway 

to dominion is in First Peter 5:6-11.  We’re told in verse 6, “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty 

hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time,….”  In the Greek humbling ourselves is under the kra-tai-os 

hand of God.  Verse 6 tells us when we choose to allow God’s dominion to rule and reign in us, then and only 

then can His dominion flow through us.  To the same degree we’re willing to submit to the dominion of God 

this is the degree to which that dominion  can then flow through us.  If dominion in some areas never comes to 

us then dominion is hindered to that depth and degree flowing through us.  Dominion will not flow through us 

over demons and to the world if we have never welcomed it to us to manifest in our lives, in our daily walk, in 

our families, and in our church relationships.  The God of dominion demands we live it before He gives it!  Are 

we living it?  Because He is ready to give it! 

 
1999 Al Houghton\“Word at Work” Ministries Inc  P O Box 366, Placentia, CA  92871-0366.  Reproduction in whole or part is 

encouraged to share with others.  IMPORTANT NOTE:  Please keep us informed of your current address.  The Post Office only 

forwards the “Word at Work” by grace through faith. 
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To seek Your 

Presence, 

Love You more, 

That’s what my heart, 

Is longing for. 

 

Of all else in, 

This world I try, 

None else but You 

Can satisfy. 

 

You are the One, 

I hunger for, 

Come…..refresh, 

Renew, restore!! 
 

Jayne Houghton 

 

 

 

 

Deliverance in Desperation 

 

When the strongman is descending in hot pursuit upon your trail, 

And the voices all around would say that you are doomed to fail; 

 

And though the hosts of Egypt follow you with their horsemen on your heels, 

They will be thrown into confusion; God will strike their chariot wheels. 

 

When the dust from Pharaoh’s armies arise like clouds within the sky, 
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And you are threatened and in danger, He will save you just in time. 

 

When all you see in front of you is water, deep and wide, 

With the rod of His deliverance, He will make the sea divide. 

 

 

You may think that you will perish, but remind yourself of this: 

It was never God’s intention to leave you in the wilderness. 

He has released you from captivity, and He escorts you to the land. 

Believe what He has promised, you must be willing now, to stand. 

 

Though the darkness hovers everywhere, a Pillar shines for you. 

An angel guards your backside, and your opponents can’t get through. 

 

Even Pharaoh serves God’s purposes, though he is hardened and defiled. 

He opposes God’s anointed, but they grow stronger all the while. 

 

When your rations are depleted there is your desperate circumstance, 

When your enemies outnumber you and you haven’t got a chance; 

 

Behold the Lord’s salvation, while your faith is being tried, 

He makes a passage for your safety wherein His name is glorified. 

 

He delivers from destruction and from every evil power. 

His favorite time to rescue you is at the midnight hour. 

 

When every resource is exhausted, and everything is lost, it seems, 

When you see your plans collapsing, and you’ve lost all of your dreams 

 

The eyes of God are full upon you, every desolation He has seen 

The time has finally come, demanding your God now intervene. 

 

Terri Hill 


